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Introduction 

WORTHLESSNESS — having no real value or use 
Peter had been walking with Jesus for the last three years. He was hasty and often spoke 
up when He should have remained quiet. However, Jesus was progressively shaping him 
into a powerful witness for the Gospel. Right before Christ’s death, Peter majorly blew it! 
He denied Jesus in front of  non-believing individuals three times. Fear drove his denial. 
How could Peter ever recover from such a horrific choice? Would Jesus even want to still 
use him? Did Peter still have value to Christ? Yes! The entire last chapter of  the Gospel of  
John was devoted to recording the account of  Christ restoring Peter as one of  His 
followers.  

1. The ____________ of Peter 
A. The Unexpected __________ of Failure (Mark 14:29-31, 66-72) 

Mark 14:29–31 But Peter said unto him, Although all shall be offended, yet will not I. 30 
And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this day, even in this night, before the 
cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. 31 But he spake the more vehemently, If  I should 
die with thee, I will not deny thee in any wise. Likewise also said they all. 
See also Luke 22:31-34; John 13:36–38 
DEFINITION—DENY: to refuse to recognize or acknowledge; compound word 
meaning to utterly deny. 
I WILL NOT DENY — I will not deny (οὐ μή σε ἀπαρνήσομαι). The double negative 
with the future forms the strongest possible assertion. —Vincent 
Mark 14:66–72 And as Peter was beneath in the palace, there cometh one of  the maids of  
the high priest: 67 And when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked upon him, and said, 
And thou also wast with Jesus of  Nazareth. 68 But he denied, saying, I know not, neither 
understand I what thou sayest. And he went out into the porch; and the cock crew. 69 And a 
maid saw him again, and began to say to them that stood by, This is one of  them. 70 And he 
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denied it again. And a little after, they that stood by said again to Peter, Surely thou art one of  
them: for thou art a Galilaean, and thy speech agreeth thereto. 71 But he began to curse and to 
swear, saying, I know not this man of  whom ye speak. 72 And the second time the cock crew. 
And Peter called to mind the word that Jesus said unto him, Before the cock crow twice, thou 
shalt deny me thrice… 
Proverbs 16:18 Pride goeth before destruction, And an haughty spirit before a fall. 

B. The Personal ____________ of Failure (Mark 14:72; Luke 22:61-62) 

Failure had an effect on Peter immediately after and continued at least three 
weeks after the fact.  
OVERWHELMING BROKENNESS 
Mark 14:72b And when he thought thereon, he wept. 
Luke 22:61–62 And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the word 
of  the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 62 
And Peter went out, and wept bitterly. 
DEFINITION—BITTERLY: in a manner expressing great anguish, resentfulness, 
or pain. 
Psalm 51:17 The sacrifices of  God are a broken spirit: A broken and a contrite heart, O God, 
thou wilt not despise. 
ONGOING SENSE OF WORTHLESSNESS 
Mark 16:7 But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: 
there shall ye see him, as he said unto you. 
John 21:2–3 There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael 
of  Cana in Galilee, and the sons of  Zebedee, and two other of  his disciples. 3 Simon Peter 
saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, 
and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing. 

2. The ______________ of Jesus (1-17) 
A. Jesus ____________ Himself Personally (1, 4-14) 

John 21:1 After these things Jesus shewed himself  again to the disciples at the sea of  
Tiberias; and on this wise shewed he himself. 
AFTER THESE THINGS — Sunday meetings in Jerusalem 
DEFINITION—SHEWS: to make manifest; to cause to become clearly revealed to 
the mind, the senses, or judgment. 
John 21:4–14 But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the 
disciples knew not that it was Jesus. 5 Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any 
meat? They answered him, No. 6 And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of  the 
ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the 
multitude of  fishes. 7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. 



Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat unto him, (for he 
was naked,) and did cast himself  into the sea. 8 And the other disciples came in a little ship; 
(for they were not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging the net with 
fishes. 9 As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of  coals there, and fish laid 
thereon, and bread. 10 Jesus saith unto them, Bring of  the fish which ye have now caught. 11 
Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of  great fishes, an hundred and fifty and 
three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken. 12 Jesus saith unto them, 
Come and dine. And none of  the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was 
the Lord. 13 Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise. 14 This 
is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself  to his disciples, after that he was risen from 
the dead. 

B. Jesus ___________ Peter (15-17) 

JESUS VERIFIED PETER’S LOVE 
John 21:15–17 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of  Jonas, 
lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. 
He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 16 He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of  
Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith 
unto him, Feed my sheep. 17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of  Jonas, lovest 
thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he 
said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto 
him, Feed my sheep. 

1 Corinthians 13:1–2 Though I speak with the tongues of  men and of  angels, and have not 
charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of  
prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that 
I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 

3. The ___________ of Peter (18-23) 

#1: Do you love me sacrificially more than the rest of  the disciples? 
Yes! You know (cognitively) I love you like a friend. 
Then feed (tend to) my lambs 

#2: Do you love me sacrificially? 
Yes! You know (cognitively) I love you like a friend.  
Then feed my sheep. 

#3: Do you love me like a friend? 
Lord, You know (cognitively) all things. You know (experientially) that I love You like a friend. 
Then feed my sheep.



A. A Future of ____________ Love (18-19) 

John 21:18–19 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, 
and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy 
hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. 19 This spake 
he, signifying by what death he should glorify God… 
HE SHOULD GLORIFY — this would be Peter’s choice 
HISTORY: Ancient writers say that Peter was put to death about thirty-four 
years after this and was crucified upside down by request.  

B. A Future ___________ by Jesus (19-23) 

John 21:19 …And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me. 
DEFINITION—FOLLOW: to behave in accordance or in agreement with. 
FOLLOW ME  
Romans 12:1–2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of  God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be 
not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of  your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of  God. 
FOLLOW ME REGARDLESS OF WHAT OTHERS DO 
John 21:20–23 Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; 
which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee? 21 
Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? 22 Jesus saith unto him, If  
I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me. 23 Then went this saying 
abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He 
shall not die; but, If  I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? 
Mark 8:34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto 
them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
me. 
Hebrews 12:2 ….Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of  our faith… 

Conclusion 

________________________________________________________________ 

Questions to Consider 

What failure still causes me to struggle and feel worthless? 
What would I say to Jesus if  He had asked me three times, “Do you love me?” 
Is my life marked by sacrificial love for Jesus and those He has given me to serve? 
Am I following Jesus daily? 
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