
Sunday Morning,  April 11, 2021 » Pastor Josiah Kagin 
Message Title: Jesus Meets 
Message Text: John 20:1-18 
 
Introduction: 

The days following the death of  Christ and before the resurrection were very difficult 
days for Christ followers as you can imagine. Most of  them were full of  anxiety and 
despair. One of  the first people to see Jesus after His bodily resurrection was a lady name 
Mary. She was a dedicated follower of  Christ from the city of  Magdala on the western 
shore of  the sea of  Galilee. Jesus had delivered her from possession by seven demons who 
sought to destroy her life (Luke 8:2).  Her dedication to Christ causes her to be recorded 
in all four of  the Gospels as well as her presence is mentioned at both the scene of  the 
cross and the tomb. Her story is key to discovering the ability of  Christ to alone relieve all 
of  our despair. 

1. The ___________ We Feel (1-11) 
A. The Pain of Complete ___________ (1-7) 

John 20:1 The first day of  the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, 
unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre. 

Mary was the first to the tomb of  Jesus.  

EARLY — no doubt sleepless/waking early due to this loss 

NOTE: There was tension at the tomb. Pilot had sealed the tomb and placed 
guards to watch, so to see the stone taken away would have been jolting! 

Matthew 27:62–66 Now the next day, that followed the day of  the preparation, the chief  
priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, 63 Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver 
said, while he was yet alive, After three days I will rise again. 64 Command therefore that the 
sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal him away, 
and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be worse than the 
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first. 65 Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can. 66 So 
they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch. 

B. The _______________ of Christ’s Promises (8-11) 

NOTE: John refers to himself  as the ‘other disciple.’ 

John 20:8–9 Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he 
saw, and believed. 9 For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the 
dead. 

DEFINITION—BELIEVED: to trust in Jesus; to trust in Jesus as contained in the 
content of  the Gospel. 

DEFINITION—KNEW: to know experientially; to discern; to recognize 

Matthew 16:21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must 
go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of  the elders and chief  priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and be raised again the third day. 

John 20:10 Then the disciples went away again unto their own home. 

John 19:27 Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple 
took her unto his own home. 

C. The ___________ of Deep Grief (11) 

John 20:11 But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped 
down, and looked into the sepulchre, 

DEFINITION—WEEP: to cry freely and profusely from sadness or distress; to 
grieve bitterly 

John 20:12 And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, 
where the body of  Jesus had lain. 

QUOTE: She is neither startled nor does she address them. Only one explanation 
has been found for this apparent riddle. Mary has so completely given her heart 
to one thought and to the deep grief  it brought that all other impressions fail to 
register in her mind. —Lenski 

QUOTE: No man is so bravehearted but what he would be terrified if  
unexpectedly he should behold an angel; and she even a woman. Yet she moves 
about so that she neither sees nor hears nor inquires about anything; so 
completely her heart is elsewhere. —Luther 

2. The _________ We Want (13-15) 



A. _____________ are Made about Events (13) 

John 20:13 And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because 
they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. 

“Woman, why weepest thou?” 

NOTE: Mary had concluded that the body of  Christ had been stolen. This was 
the rumor begun by the unbelieving Pharisees.  

Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man That walketh not in the counsel of  the ungodly, Nor standeth in 
the way of  sinners, Nor sitteth in the seat of  the scornful. 

B. _____________ are Expressed to God (14-15) 

John 20:14–15 And when she had thus said, she turned herself  back, and saw Jesus 
standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? 
whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if  thou have 
borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. 

NOTE: Our despair can actually cause us to not to notice Jesus clearly showing 
up in our lives . 

3. The _________ We Need (16-18) 
A. Jesus Makes Himself ___________ (16) 

John 20:16 Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; 
which is to say, Master. 

John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

Psalm 23:3 He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths of  righteousness for his name’s 
sake. 

DEFINITION—RESTORE: to bring back into original existence, use, function, or 
position. 

Psalm 42:11  Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? 
Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, Who is the health of  my countenance, and my 
God. 

QUOTE: Now there is an exact parallel to this in caring for sheep. Only those 
intimately acquainted with sheep and their habits understand the significance 
of  a “cast” sheep or a “cast down” sheep. This is an old English shepherd’s 
term for a sheep that has turned over on its back and cannot get up again by 
itself. —Keller 



Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. 

B. Jesus Commissions a ___________ (17-18) 

NOTE: Her first reaction was to embrace Christ.  

She loved Him and so she should! 

John 20:17–18 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: 
but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my 
God, and your God. 18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the 
Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her. 

DEFINITION—TOUCH: to cling 

John 20:19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of  the week, when the doors 
were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of  the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the 
midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 

She was not to be __________ of  Christ’s comfort, but a _________ of  His 
comfort. 

2 Corinthians 1:4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of  God. 

Conclusion 

Psalm 107:9 For he satisfieth the longing soul, And filleth the hungry soul with goodness. 

Questions to Consider 

Am I living in despair? 

What has cause my despair? 

What have I demanded from God as relief  for my despair? 

Am I open to meeting with Jesus through His Word?  

Do I realize that Jesus alone can soothe and satisfy the deepest longing of  my despairing 
heart?
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