
 
Sunday Morning,  March 14, 2021 » Pastor Josiah Kagin 
Message Title: A Spiritual Attack on the Gospel (Part 2) 
Message Text: Acts 15:1-12 

 
Introduction:  
Over one to two year’s time, Paul and Barnabas’ had faced personal, physical 
persecution in pagan cities as messengers of  the Gospel. Now they have returned 
to their home church where they would enjoy assembling and growing together 
with the disciples in Antioch of  Syria. However, it was not long until another 
kind of  opposition arose. It was a public perversion of  the message of  the 
Gospel. This was a clever attack of  satan against the Gospel. Spiritual attacks 
will either be allowed to divide a church or drive a church forward in unity of  
the Spirit of  Christ. 
Ephesians 4:3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of  the Spirit in the bond of  peace. 

1. An Attack on the Gospel (1) 

NOTE — Satan seeks to attack the truth of  the Gospel by canceling its 
messengers or corrupting its message. 

A. The Setting of the Attack (1a) 

Acts 15:1 And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren… 

THE ATTACK WAS AT HOME-BASE — ANTIOCH 

THE ATTACK WAS FROM A RESPECTED PLACE — JERUSALEM 

Acts 15:24 Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have troubled 
you with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to 
whom we gave no such commandment: 
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Galatians 2:4 And that because of  false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to 
spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: 

Ephesians 6:10–12 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of  his 
might. 11 Put on the whole armour of  God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of  
the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of  the darkness of  this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places. 

B. The Severity of the Attack (1b-2a) 

This teaching threatened the very core of  the Gospel message.  

Acts 15:1b …and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of  Moses, ye cannot be 
saved. 

CIRCUMCISION — a sign of  the Abrahamic Covenant signifying the eternal 
covenant between God and His people (Genesis 17:9-14). In the Old 
Testament, it was physical picture of  what would one day happen spiritually in 
the heart by faith in the person and work of  Jesus Christ. 

Colossians 2:11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, 
in putting off  the body of  the sins of  the flesh by the circumcision of  Christ: 

NOTE —They were teaching that SOMETHING in addition to faith in JESUS 
CHRIST was essential to salvation.  This was legalism in its truest form. 

Ephesians 2:8–9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of  yourselves: it is the 
gift of  God: 9 Not of  works, lest any man should boast. 

2. The ____________ of the Church (2-6) 
A. They Sought _____________ (2) 

Acts 15:2 When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with 
them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of  them, should go up to 
Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question. 

DEFINITION—DETERMINED: assigned 

Proverbs 11:14 Where no counsel is, the people fall: But in the multitude of  counsellers there 
is safety. 



B. They ________________ with Joy (3) 

Acts 15:3 And being brought on their way by the church, they passed through Phenice and 
Samaria, declaring the conversion of  the Gentiles; and they caused great joy unto all the 
brethren. 

NOTE — You cannot cause joy unless you possess joy.  

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of  the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, 

C. They ___________________ the Works of God (4-5) 

Acts 15:4 And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of  the church, and of  the 
apostles and elders, and they declared all things that God had done with them.  

NOTE — everyone (members and leadership) is together in an open meeting. 

Acts 15:5 But there rose up certain of  the sect of  the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it 
was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of  Moses. 

DEFINITION—ROSE UP: stand to speak 

DEFINITION—NEEDFUL: obligatory 

Galatians 5:3 For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the 
whole law. 

Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of  men, after the rudiments of  the world, and not after Christ. 

D.They _______________ the Issue Together (6) 

Acts 15:6 And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of  this matter. 

DEFINITION—CONSIDER: to attend to; to attend to a task; conceived of  as 
watching over it. 

Philippians 1:27 ….striving together for the faith of  the gospel; 

3. The ____________ of the Apostles (7-12) 
A. The _____________ of God (7-8) 

Acts 15:7–8 And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, 
Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the 
Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of  the gospel, and believe. 8 And God, which 
knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; 



DEFINITION—WITNESS: to testify approvingly 

NOTE — Cornelius was saved by faith and received the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

Acts 10:44–45 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which 
heard the word. 45 And they of  the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as 
came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of  the Holy Ghost. 

Romans 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if  so be that the Spirit of  God dwell 
in you. Now if  any man have not the Spirit of  Christ, he is none of  his. 

NOTE — What God thinks is all that really matters.  

B. The ________________ of the Gospel (9-11) 

Acts 15:9–11 And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. 10 
Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of  the disciples, which neither 
our fathers nor we were able to bear? 11 But we believe that through the grace of  the Lord 
Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they. 

2 Corinthians 11:3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his 
subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 

C. The _______________ of the Gospel Message (12) 

Acts 15:12 Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, 
declaring what miracles and wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them. 

Hebrews 2:4 God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers 
miracles, and gifts of  the Holy Ghost, according to his own will? 

Conclusion 
Jude 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of  the common salvation, it was 
needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the saints. 

Questions to Consider 
Have I let a spiritual attack rob me of  my joy? 
Have I allowed a disagreement to drive me from Christ and His body? 
Am I willing to pause and seek counsel? 
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