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Message Title: Catching Up with Our Partners in the Gospel 
Message Text: Acts 14:26-28 
 
Introduction: Paul and Barnabas have finally arrived back in Antioch 
after a Gospel preaching tour of  about two years. Though they were 
weary, they were ready to report to the assembly of  believers the 
wonderful works of  God that He had done with them. As we study 
these verses together, we will gain many practical insights about our 
interaction with our partners in the Gospel.  

1. They Reflected on God’s ________  (26) 

Acts 13:2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 

NOTE: The reach of  our influence is at the discretion of  the 
Head of  the Church—Jesus Christ. 

A. It was _____________ with Grace (26a) 

Acts 14:26  And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence they had been 
recommended to the grace of  God for the work… 

DEFINITION—RECOMMENDED: to be entrusted; to be handed 
over. (Used also in connection with the grace of  God in Acts 15:40) 

They acknowledged that only by the grace of  God could the will 
of  God be embraced.  
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Titus 2:11 For the grace of  God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to 
all men, 

See Acts 13:43; Acts 14:3  

2 Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: 
for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of  Christ may rest upon me. 

B. It was ______________ with Grace (26b) 

Acts 14:26  …which they fulfilled. 

DEFINITION—FULFILL: to satisfy; fill up 

NOTE: Thus ends the first missionary journey which lasted 
between one and two years and in which Paul and Barnabas 
traversed more than 700 miles by land and 500 miles by sea. 
— BKC 

John 4:34  Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of  him that 
sent me, and to finish his work. 

2. They Reported on God’s __________ (27) 
A. The Report ________________ the Church (27a) 

Acts 14:27  And when they were come, and had gathered the church 
together… 

NOTE: It seems that it was a special occasion when they gathered 
to hear this missions report.  

Philippians 1:5 For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until 
now; 

DID YOU KNOW? Each month, Grace Baptist Church sends 
$4,500 of  support and much prayer to 38 missionaries. 

B. The Missionaries _____________ the Assembly (27) 

Acts 14:27  …they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how 
he had opened the door of  faith unto the Gentiles. 

DEFINITION—REHEARSED: to bring back message; announce, 
disclose 



THE SPIRIT OF THIS REPORT 

IT WAS _____________ — All that God had done 

IT WAS WITH _____________ — with them 

1 Corinthians 3:9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are 
God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building. 

IT WAS FAITH ____________ — opened the door of  faith 

Acts 13:47  For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set 
thee to be a light of  the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation 
unto the ends of  the earth. 

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some 
men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 

3. They _______________ with  
God’s People (28) 
A. The _____________ for Recuperation 

Gospel ministry requires the expending massive amounts of  
physical, mental and spiritual energy. 

2 Corinthians 12:15 And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; 
though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved. 

DEFINITION—SPEND: to exert ⇔ spend; to put to use, 
conceived of  as paying out with that resource. 

DEFINITION—SPENT: to exhaust oneself; be completely spent; 
to be or become completely drained of  energy; conceived of  
as paying out with one’s own energy stores. 

QUOTE: For me, it's when I think everything is going great, the 
church is growing, there is love among believers; and then 
someone turns back to sin. That absolutely drains me. —
Missionary in Romania 

NOTE: John Mark quit at the beginning of  this missions tour. 



B. The ___________ of their Recuperation (28) 

Acts 14:28 And there they abode long time with the disciples. 

With the Disciples = at their home church in Antioch 

DEFINITION—ABODE: to spend (time) ⇔ rub away; to spend 
time, conceived of  as vigorously rubbing or wearing away an 
allocation of  time. 

QUOTE: On furlough, it is the most recuperating to attend our 
home church to be spiritually refreshed by the Word and 
fellowship. This is also physically refreshing to be in one place 
for a while, which hasn't been the case for most other 
furloughs. —Zane Bachman, Morocco (1/30/99) 

Conclusion — Romans 15:29–33 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 25:25 As cold waters to a thirsty soul, So is good news from a far country. 

Questions to Consider 

Is the first goal of  my daily life to know and accomplish the will of  
God? 

Am I resting in the grace of  God to embrace and accomplish the 
will of  God? 

Do I give attention to the reports of  the missionaries Grace Baptist 
Church partners with in Gospel ministry? 

Will I seek this week to be a source of  rejuvenation for one of  our 
missionaries?
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