
Sunday Morning,  February 28, 2021 » Pastor Josiah Kagin 
Message Title: What We Do 
Message Text: Acts 14:21-26 
 
Introduction: 

It has been an exciting first ministry tour for Paul and Barnabas. They 
have preached Christ through the Island of  Cyprus as well as in Asia. 
Their preaching was met with open reception and hostile rejection. In 
Antioch of  Pisidia they had to flee for their lives to Iconium. There half  
the city believed on Christ while the others rejected the Gospel and 
plotted to ambush Paul and Barnabas. They fled to Lystra where God 
enabled them to heal a crippled man. This caused a great stir in the 
town even to the point that the citizens began to worship Paul and 
Barnabas as gods. When they rejected this false worship, evil men who 
had travelled from Antioch and Iconium swayed the citizens against the 
preachers and Paul was stoned right in the streets. They left Lystra and 
headed for Derbe where they preached Christ and made disciples. They 
the preachers retraced their tour in order to strengthen the new 
disciples in their faith and establish leadership for the new church plants 
before returning to report to their home church in Antioch of  Syria. 

1. The ___________ of the Church (21a) 

NOTE: Paul and Barnabas were members, serving on extension, from 
the church at Antioch in Syria. 
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Acts 13:2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 

A. __________________ the Gospel (21a) 

Acts 14:21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught 
many… 

Definition—Preached: to convey the Gospel 

Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. 

THE GOSPEL IS GOOD NEWS — Romans 3:10, Revelation 21:8,  
1 Peter 2:24,  John 3:18 

B. _______________ the New Believers (21a) 

Acts 14:21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught 
many… 

DEFINITION—TAUGHT: to disciple; to initiate or instruct a disciple in 
the ways or teachings of  a specific teacher or leader. 

Matthew 28:19–20  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations… 

DISCIPLESHIP INCLUDES IDENTIFICATION AND INSTRUCTION 

Matthew 28:19b …baptizing them in the name of  the Father, and of  the Son, 
and of  the Holy Ghost: 

DEFINITION—BAPTIZING: to immerse (see Acts 8:36-37) 

Matthew 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of  the world. 
Amen. 

QUOTE: The essence of  discipleship is becoming like the Master, and 
this is brought about by systematic teaching of, and submission to, the 
Word. (BBC) 

2. Their ____________ on New Believers 
(21b-22) 
A. The ____________________ it Required (21b-22a) 

Acts 14:21–22  …they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch, 
22 Confirming the souls of  the disciples… 



NOTE: This was a 153 mile trip in the opposite direction from their 
home church. 

Galatians 4:19 My little children, of  whom I travail in birth again until Christ 
be formed in you, 

B. The _______________ they Had (22b) 

Acts 14:22 Confirming the souls of  the disciples and exhorting them to continue in 
the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of  
God. 

DEFINITION—CONFIRMING: strengthen; to make more marked by 
firm determination or resolution. 

DEFINITION—EXHORTING: to earnestly support or encourage a 
response or action. 

Matthew 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If  any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 

Matthew 16:25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will 
lose his life for my sake shall find it. 

John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of  good cheer; I have overcome the 
world. 

3. Their __________ with Preparation 
(23-26a) 
A. They __________________ Church Leadership (23a) 

Acts 14:23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church, 

DEFINITION—ELDER: one who presides over deliberative assembly 

FIVE TITLES OF THE PASTOR — Bishop or overseer (1 Peter 5:2); 
Elder (1 Peter 5:1); Pastor or under-shepherd (Ephesians 4:11, 1 Peter 
5:2  ‘feed’); Preacher (2 Timothy 4:2); Teacher (Ephesians 4:11) 

Ephesians 4:14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about 
with every wind of  doctrine, by the sleight of  men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in 
wait to deceive; 

Hebrews 10:23–25  Let us hold fast the profession of  our faith without wavering; 
(for he is faithful that promised;) 24 And let us consider one another to provoke 
unto love and to good works: 25 Not forsaking the assembling of  ourselves together, 



as the manner of  some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye 
see the day approaching. 

NOTE: The local assembly of  the body of  Christ is essential to your 
stability and growth in Christ. Every believer needs to belong to a 
Biblical local church. 

B. They _____________ their Care to the Lord (23b-26a) 

Acts 14:23 …and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on 
whom they believed. 

NOTE: They had discipled them, strengthened them, organized a local 
church with leadership and now left them in the care of  their 
Shepherd—Jesus Christ. 

DEFINITION—COMMENDED: to entrust; to put into the care or 
protection of  someone. 

Philippians 1:6 Being confident of  this very thing, that he which hath begun a 
good work in you will perform it until the day of  Jesus Christ: 

Conclusion—What we do: declare the Gospel and disciple new believers 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Questions to Consider 

What challenges me most from the ministry of  Paul and Barnabas in 
today’s verses? 

Am I willing to identify publicly with Jesus Christ in baptism? 

Am I actively declaring the Gospel? 

Am I willing to be discipled— to be instructed in the Words and ways 
of  Jesus Christ? 

Am I willing to disciple a new believer— to instruct and mentor in the 
Words and ways of  Jesus Christ?
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