
Sunday Morning,  February 14, 2021 » Pastor Josiah Kagin 
Message Title: An Impelling Motivation 
Message Text: Acts 14:8-21a 

Introduction: Paul and Barnabas have fled from the city of  Iconium 
because their lives were in danger for preaching Christ. They have 
arrived at Lystra, a city that is completely pagan—there was not even a 
Jewish synagogue. Immediately, as Paul and Barnabus entered the city, 
God worked in a powerful way that opened up an opportunity to 
preach Christ. This led to opposition and then the stoning of  Paul. 
However, Paul’s motivation impelled him to continue forward in 
preaching Christ. 

1. The Divine __________________ (8-10) 
A. A _______________ Man (8) 

Acts 14:8 And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, 
being a cripple from his mother’s womb, who never had walked: 

NOTE: This man’s situation was beyond human help. 

B. A _______________ Word (9-10) 

Acts 14:9–10  The same heard Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding 
him, and perceiving that he had faith to be healed, 10 Said with a loud 
voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked. 

Acts 14:7 And there they preached the gospel. 

DEFINITION—PERCEIVED: to know and understand 

DEFINITION—HEALED: to deliver; to save; to be made whole 
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Hebrews 2:4 God also bearing them witness, both with signs and 
wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of  the Holy Ghost, according 
to his own will? 

2. A Delusional __________________ (11-18) 
A. The __________________ of the Preachers (11-13) 

Acts 14:11–12 And when the people saw what Paul had done, they lifted 
up their voices, saying in the speech of  Lycaonia, The gods are come down 
to us in the likeness of  men. 12 And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and 
Paul, Mercurius, because he was the chief  speaker. 

THE PEOPLE OF LYSTRA INTERPRETED THE MIRACLE IN THE 
LIGHT OF THEIR OWN PAGAN RELIGION.  

Barnabus — Zeus (chief  god) 

Paul — Hermes (the messenger of  Zeus) 

THE PRIEST OF ZEUS PLANNED A SACRIFICE FOR ZEUS AND 
HERMES. 

Acts 14:13 Then the priest of  Jupiter, which was before their city, brought 
oxen and garlands unto the gates, and would have done sacrifice with the 
people. 

Quote: This entire movement was a more subtle form of  
danger to the Christian faith than all the other forms of  
opposition recorded. For a successful Christian worker a 
greater peril than persecution is the tendency for people to 
center their spiritual attention, not on Christ, but on His 
servant. —BBC 

B. The _________________ of the Gospel (14-18) 

NOTE: The miracle itself  did not declare the Gospel. 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of  the gospel of  Christ: for it is the 
power of  God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, 
and also to the Greek. 

Acts 14:14–15a Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, 
they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people, crying out, 15 And 
saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of  like passions 
with you and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities unto 



the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things 
that are therein: Who in times past suffered all nations to walk in their 
own ways. 17 Nevertheless he left not himself  without witness, in that he 
did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our 
hearts with food and gladness. 

DEFINITION—VANITIES: uselessness; empty 

DEFINITION—WITHOUT WITNESS: testimonyless 

NOTE: Paul’s Gospel message began with the revelation of  
God that they had — creation. 

Psalm 19:1–3  The heavens declare the glory of  God; And the firmament 
sheweth his handywork. 2 Day unto day uttereth speech, And night unto 
night sheweth knowledge. 3 There is no speech nor language, Where their 
voice is not heard. 

Romans 1:18–20  For the wrath of  God is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of  men, who hold the truth in 
unrighteousness; 19 Because that which may be known of  God is manifest 
in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 20 For the invisible things of  
him from the creation of  the world are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are 
without excuse: 

Acts 14:18 And with these sayings scarce restrained they the people, that 
they had not done sacrifice unto them. 

3. A Diabolic __________________ (19-21a) 
A. The _________________ of Persecution (19) 

Acts 14:19  And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and 
Iconium, who persuaded the people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him 
out of  the city, supposing he had been dead. 

NOTE: The hatred of  the Jews in both Antioch and Iconium was 
so intense that they travelled to Lystra to stir up the people and 
attack Paul and Barnabus.  

STONING — See 2 Corinthians 12:2-4 

NOTE: Paul suffered severe bodily injury to the point He was 
supposed dead. 



B. The ________________ of Preaching Christ (20a) 

Acts 14:20a Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him… 

NOTE: There were disciples in Lystra! The Gospel had 
succeeded? (See Acts 16:1) 

C. The ______________ of Paul (20b-21a) 

AN ATTITUDE OF COURAGE 

Acts 14:20b …he rose up, and came into the city: 

2 Corinthians 11:25  Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, 
thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 

2 Timothy 3:11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, 
at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of  them all the 
Lord delivered me. 

2 Timothy 2:3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of  Jesus 
Christ. 

AN ATTITUDE OF COMMITMENT 

Acts 14:20c–21a  …and the next day he departed with Barnabas to 
Derbe. 21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had 
taught many… 

DERBE — this was a 45 mile trip 

Conclusion: 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15  For the love of  Christ constraineth us; because we thus 
judge, that if  one died for all, then were all dead: 15 And that he died for all, that 
they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died 
for them, and rose again. 

CONSTRAINETH — to impel, motivate 

Question to Consider:  

What motivates you? 

Is it the love of Christ? 
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