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Introduction: 

In Acts 13, Paul and Barnabus are on their first missions tour in Antioch of  
Pisidia. Paul preached a powerful message concerning the Good News of  the 
Messiah showing how God was working out His plan for the Messiah throughout 
hundreds of  years of  human history. 

As the Word of  God was preached, it caused the people to respond in two ways. 
These are the same ways in which we all respond to the Word of  God in our 
own lives.  

1. ___________ the Word of the Lord (42-45) 

A. They _____________ in the Word (42) 
Acts 13:42  And when the Jews were gone out of  the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that 
these words might be preached to them the next sabbath. 

Jews—Gentiles 

HYMN: Tell me the Story of  Jesus by Fanny Crosby 

B. They _____________ for More (43) 
Acts 13:43 Now when the congregation was broken up, many of  the Jews and religious 
proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in 
the grace of  God. 

THE GROUP FOLLOWING PAUL AND BARNABAS — Many Jews and Gentile 
Proselytes who had believed 
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THE GIST OF PAUL’S TALK TO THESE BELIEVERS — Continue 

John 8:31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If  ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed; 

NOTE—These new believers would face opposition to their new faith and 
would need continue in God’s grace. 

C. They __________ Others to Come (44) 
Acts 13:44 And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word of  
God. 

Goal of  the gathering — to hear God’s Word 

John 4:29 Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ? 

NOTE—The preaching of  the Word of  God will be the central focus of  the 
Church that Jesus Builds. 

1 Corinthians 1:18 For the preaching of  the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto 
us which are saved it is the power of  God.  

(See also 1 Corinthians 2:1–5) 

2. ____________ the Word of the Lord (45-51) 
DEFINITION—ENVY: jealousy; a greedy or prideful longing for something that 
belongs to another; even something intangible, such as a skill.  

NOTE—People who live in rejection of  God’s Word will never be happy nor 
satisfied. 

A. They Sought to __________ the Message (45-47) 
THEY CONTRADICTED AND BLASPHEMED (45) 

Acts 13:45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake 
against those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. 

Matthew 9:3 And, behold, certain of  the scribes said within themselves, This man 
blasphemeth. 

Matthew 5:11–12  Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall 
say all manner of  evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for 
great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 

PAUL CLARIFIED WITH BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE (46-49) 

Acts 13:46–47 Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the 
word of  God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge 



yourselves unworthy of  everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. 47 For so hath the Lord 
commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of  the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for 
salvation unto the ends of  the earth. (See also Isaiah 49:6) 

John 1:11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

Romans 11:11  I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather 
through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 

THE WORD OF GOD WAS ADVANCED (48-49) 

Acts 13:48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of  the 
Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed. 

Ephesians 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of  the world, that 
we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 

QUOTE: Divine election and human responsibility are both scriptural truths, 
and neither should be emphasized at the expense of  the other. While there 
seems to be a conflict between the two, this conflict exists only in the human 
mind, and not in the mind of  God. —BBC 

Acts 13:49 And the word of  the Lord was published throughout all the region. 

Hebrews 4:12  For the word of  God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of  soul and spirit, and of  the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of  the thoughts and intents of  the heart. 

B. They Sought to _____________ the Messengers (50-51) 
Acts 13:50 But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and the chief  men of  
the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of  their 
coasts. 

DEFINITION—EXPELLED: drive out 

Acts 13:51 But they shook off  the dust of  their feet against them, and came unto Iconium. 

NOTE—Shaking off  the dust was a symbolic act. 

Mark 6:11 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence, shake 
off  the dust under your feet for a testimony against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more 
tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of  judgment, than for that city. 

John 15:20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. 
If  they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if  they have kept my saying, they will 
keep yours also. 

3. __________ in the Word of the Lord (52) 



A. They ______________ in the Word (52a) 
Acts 13:52  And the disciples… 

DEFINITION— DISCIPLES: a committed follower of  Jesus Christ; 

John 8:31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If  ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed; 

Romans 1:16  For I am not ashamed of  the gospel of  Christ: for it is the power of  God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

B. They were Filled with _________ (52b) 
Acts 13:52  And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost. 

DEFINITION—FILLED WITH JOY: to be filled; generously supplied 

John 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

Galatians 5:22–23  But the fruit of  the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 

John 15:11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that 
your joy might be full. 

NOTE—Joy is connected to our reception of  God’s Word. 

Conclusion 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

Questions to Consider 

What is my response to the Word of  God?  

What responses should I expect as we speak the Word of  the Lord?  

What happens when I cultivate a receptive heart to the Word of  God?
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