
Vision Sunday Morning,  January 10, 2021 » Pastor Josiah Kagin 
Message Text: Matthew 16:13-28 
 
Introduction: 
In our passage, the Pharisees had been seeking a sign from Jesus to prove who 
He was. Jesus left that situation and warned His disciples against the doctrine of  
the Pharisees. He travels 25 miles out of  the way to Caesarea Philippi, a city 
known for pagan worship. There He would make a promise that we are still 
experiencing today. 

Despite all the ups and downs in the world around us, the wicked plots of  men, 
the despising of  Christ’s name and efforts of  satan to silence and stop the Body 
of  Christ from multiplying in the world, Jesus’ promise still remain that same, “I 
will build MY church and the gates of  hell shall not prevail against it.” 

1. The __________________ of Jesus (13-17) 

A. The _____________ of the Public (13-14) 
Matthew 16:13–14 When Jesus came into the coasts of  Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of  man am? 14 And 
they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, 
or one of  the prophets. 

QUOTE: How confused the multitudes were about Christ! They held 
Him in high esteem, ranking Him with the great prophets, but they 
lacked the perception to see Him as the Son of  the living God. —
Wiersbe 

A new survey reveals that 52 percent of  American adults believe that 
Jesus was a great teacher and nothing more. —LifeWay Research, 
March 2020 
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B. The ___________________ of Peter (15-17) 
Matthew 16:15–16  He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 16 And 
Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of  the living God.  

Definition—Christ: the Messiah; the Anointed One 

John 5:18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had 
broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself  equal 
with God. 

LIVING GOD VS. DEAD GODS  

Matt 16:17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-
jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven. 

John 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: 
and I will raise him up at the last day. 

CHRIST’S DEITY IS ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION 

1 John 4:15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of  God, God dwelleth in 
him, and he in God. 

2. The ____________ of Jesus (18) 
A. I am the ________________ of My Church (18b) 

Matthew 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build my church… 

PETER — Stone, pebble 

“This” refers not to Peter, but Peter’s confession in verse 16. 

1 Peter 2:5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

DEFINITION—THIS ROCK: bedrock; foundation 

THIS ROCK 

1 Corinthians 10:4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of  
that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 

THE DEITY OF CHRIST 

Colossians 2:9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of  the Godhead bodily. 



THE WORD OF CHRIST 

NOTE — 48% of  Americans agree with the following statement: The 
Bible, like all sacred writings, contains helpful accounts of  ancient 
myths but is not literally true. LifeWay Research, 2020 

Ephesians 2:19–20 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of  the household of  God; 20 And are built upon 
the foundation of  the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself  being the chief  
corner stone. 

B. I am the ______________ My Church (18c) 
Jesus is the one who created all things (Colossians 1:16,  John 1:1-3) and 
the one who will destroy all the rebellious nations of  the world with 
ONE word of  His mouth (Revelation 19:15). 

Matthew 16:18c …I will build my church… 

DEFINITION—BUILD: to make something by combining parts 

DEFINITION—CHURCH: an assembly called out from the world to  Jesus 
Christ. 

Matthew 16:18d …and the gates of  hell shall not prevail against it. 

NOTE— Gate to the Underworld at Caesarea was understood as death 

NOTE — Not even death itself  would stop Christ from building His 
Church.  

Matthew 16:19 And I will give unto thee the keys of  the kingdom of  heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

KEYS — stewardship 

In John 21:23, this stewardship is given to all disciples. 

3. The _________ of Jesus (19-28) 
A. The ___________ of the Cross (20-23) 

Matthew 16:20–23 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that 
he was Jesus the Christ. 
 
21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go 



unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of  the elders and chief  priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and be raised again the third day.  

CHRIST’S DEATH PURCHASED THE CHURCH 

Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which 
the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of  God, which he hath 
purchased with his own blood. 

PETER DID NOT LIKE CHRIST’S PLAN 

Matt 16:22-23 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far 
from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. 23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, 
Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the 
things that be of  God, but those that be of  men. 

Philippians 2:8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of  the cross. 

B. The ______________ of His Followers (24-28) 
Matthew 16:24–28 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If  any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 25 For whosoever 
will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find 
it. 26 For what is a man profited, if  he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 27 For the Son of  man shall 
come in the glory of  his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man 
according to his works. 28 Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which 
shall not taste of  death, till they see the Son of  man coming in his kingdom. 

QUOTE: “Bearing the cross” means dying to self, bearing Christ’s 
reproach, and crucifying the world and the flesh as we follow Him in 
obedience. —Wiersbe 

QUOTE: Jesus called people to follow him – and there was only one 
place he was going: a cross. The true nature of  spiritual living involve 
sacrifice, duty, and commitment. — James Emery White  

Philippians 1:29 For unto you it is given in the behalf  of  Christ, not only to believe 
on him, but also to suffer for his sake; 

QUOTE: The blood of  the martyrs is the seed of  the church. —
Tertullian 

Conclusion—Will you take Jesus at His Word?
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