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Message Text: Psalm 27:4-5 

 
Introduction: Are you enjoying God? 

David knew what it was to go through desperate, uncomfortable seasons 
of  life. Seasons of  waiting on God to fulfill His promise. It was around 
20 years between the time that David was anointed king of  Israel and 
when he actually became king of  all Israel. For a majority of  those 
years, he was on the run from King Saul who desperately wanted to kill 
him.  There is little doubt that Psalm 27 was written during that period 
of  his life. The difficult seasons of  our lives often reveal the most about 
us—particularly the source of  our enjoyment. In this Psalm, David 
described the one thing he both desired and enjoyed above all else. Let’s 
consider how David truly enjoyed God. 

1. A Consuming ______________ (4a) 

Psalm 27:4a One thing have I desired of  the Lord, that will I seek after; 

One thing — not many 

Distraction — a thing that prevents someone from giving full 

attention to something or someone else.  

QUOTE: Satan’s plan for Christians is pure distraction. 
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QUOTE: Divided aims tend to distraction, weakness, 

disappointment. — Spurgeon 

DEFINITION—DESIRE: request; to ask intently 

DEFINITION—SEEK: pursue; to seek diligently 

Psalm 42:1 As the hart panteth after the water brooks, So panteth my soul after 

thee, O God. 

QUOTE: Desires are seeds which must be sown in the good soil of  

activity for they will yield no harvest. —Spurgeon 

2. A Craved _____________ (4b) 

Psalm 27:4b  …That I may dwell in the house of  the Lord all the days of  my 

life… 

NOTE — The House of  the Lord refers to the Tabernacle. This was 

the place in which the presence of  the Lord dwelt among men.  

2 Samuel 6:2 And David arose, and went with all the people that were with 

him from Baale of  Judah, to bring up from thence the ark of  God, whose name 

is called by the name of  the Lord of  hosts that dwelleth between the cherubims. 

(See also Hebrews 9:4-5) 

Psalm 43:3–4  O send out thy light and thy truth: let them lead me; Let them 

bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles. 4 Then will I go unto the 

altar of  God, Unto God my exceeding joy: 

DEFINITION—DWELL: to inhabit or live in; be an inhabitant of. 



Ephesians 2:18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the 

Father. 

1 Corinthians 3:16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of  God, and that the 

Spirit of  God dwelleth in you? 

3. A Concentrated _______________ (4c) 

Psalm 27:4c  …To behold the beauty of  the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. 

DEFINITION—BEHOLD: to perceive with attention; direct one’s 

gaze towards. 

Beauty — _______________________________________ 

Zechariah 9:17 For how great is his goodness, and how great is his beauty! 

DEFINITION—INQUIRE: to seek after 

________ _________ _________ 

QUOTE: The secret of  his confidence is his delight in communion 

with God (Ps 16:11; 23:6), beholding the harmony of  His 

perfections, and seeking His favor in His temple or palace; —JFB 

Psalm 16:11 Thou wilt shew me the path of  life: In thy presence is fulness of  

joy; At thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. 

4. A Confident ____________ (5) 

Psalm 27:5 For in the time of  trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: In the 

secret of  his tabernacle shall he hide me; He shall set me up upon a rock. 



Secret — the protective place within His presence 

Psalm 43:4 Then will I go unto the altar of  God, Unto God my 

exceeding joy: Yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, O God my 

God. 

QUOTE: We delight to praise what we enjoy because the praise not 

merely expresses but completes the enjoyment; — C.S. Lewis 

Conclusion: How do we get back to enjoying God? 

QUOTE: Fully to enjoy is to glorify. In 
commanding us to glorify Him, God is 
inviting us to enjoy Him.” Praising God is 
the same as enjoying Him, and as we enjoy 
Him, we draw near to Him. —C.S. Lewis 

John 15:11 These things have I spoken unto you, 
that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy 
might be full. 

Questions to Consider: 

Has my praise toward God dried up? 

When was the last time I was aware that I was in the presence of  God? 

What is keeping me distracted from the presence of  God? 

What will be different tomorrow as a result of  hearing God’s Word 
today? 

How does your praise toward God help other believers to enjoy Him?
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“What is the chief  end of  
man?” 

 “Man’s chief  end is to glorify 
God, and to enjoy him 
forever.” 
  
—The Westminster Shorter Catechism
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