
Introduction:  

John is writing to Gaius, a godly, generous, hospitable believer. John 
encouraged him to always allow truth to be the governor of  his love 
and hospitality. He exhorted him to continue to be a fellow helper to 
the truth. There was an open issue in Gaius’ church family that needed 
to be addressed. There was a man who was arrogantly seeking to 
dominate the church. His name was Diotrephes. His spirit, attitude and 
actions were a real hindrance to both truth and love among God’s 
people. John is making Gaius aware of  this man in this personal letter 
so as to help deal with the situation and continue doing what was 
pleasing to God.  

Diotrephes was a member of  the same church as Gaius. “He loved to 
be first, to be considered the leader. He wanted to be a boss, a dictator, 
a lord of  all the rest.” —Lenski 

1. Self-Centered ______________ (9) 

A. He ________________ the Truth (9a) 

3 John 9 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes… 

NOTE — Some believe this to be 2 John 
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B. He ________________ Self (9a) 

3 John 9 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the 
preeminence among them, receiveth us not. 

DEFINITION—LOVETH TO HAVE PREEMINENCE: to long for 
and seek to be ahead of  others, especially in the first place. 

Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man 
that is among you, not to think of  himself  more highly than he ought to 
think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the 
measure of  faith. 

Jeremiah 45:5 And seekest thou great things for thyself ? seek them not: for, 
behold, I will bring evil upon all flesh, saith the Lord: but thy life will I 
give unto thee for a prey in all places whither thou goest. 

Colossians 1:18 And he is the head of  the body, the church: who is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the 
preeminence. 

John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 

2. Self-Centered _____________ (10)  
3 John 10  Wherefore, if  I come, I will remember his deeds which he 
doeth… 

A. Venting Evil ___________ (10) 

3 John 10  Wherefore, if  I come, I will remember his deeds which he 
doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, 
neither doth he himself  receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that 
would, and casteth them out of  the church 

DEFINITION—PRATING: to babble; to make foolish or 
nonsensical utterances. 



DEFINITION—MALICIOUS: evil; morally bad 

2 Corinthians 12:20  For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you 
such as I would, and that I shall be found unto you such as ye would not: 
lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, 
swellings, tumults: 

Proverbs 6:19 A false witness that speaketh lies, And he that soweth 
discord among brethren. 

Proverbs 10:19  In the multitude of  words there wanteth not sin: But he 
that refraineth his lips is wise. 

B. Rejecting God’s _____________ (9c, 10b) 

3 John 9 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes…receiveth us not. 

3 John 10  Wherefore, if  I come, I will remember his deeds which he 
doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, 
neither doth he himself  receive the brethren.. 

NOTE — Diotrophes refused to welcome traveling preachers 
and those representing the Apostle John. Likely, Diotrephes had 
welcomed in “deceivers” and had give the preachers of  the 
truth a cold shoulder.  

2 John 7–11 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess 
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an 
antichrist. 8 Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we 
have wrought, but that we receive a full reward. 9 Whosoever 
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of  Christ, hath not God. He 
that abideth in the doctrine of  Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 
10 If  there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not 
into your house, neither bid him God speed: 11 for he that biddeth him 
God speed is partaker of  his evil deeds. 



C. ____________________ the Church (10c) 

3 John 10 Wherefore, if  I come, I will remember his deeds which he 
doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, 
neither doth he himself  receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that 
would, and casteth them out of  the church. 

DEFINITION—FORBIDDETH: prevents 

DEFINITION—CASTETH: to drive out;  to force to go away or 
go out; used both with concrete and metaphoric meanings. 

Galatians 5:22–23 But the fruit of  the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: 
against such there is no law. 

Conclusion: Our Response 

3 John 11 Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that 
doeth good is of  God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God. 

Romans 16:17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and 
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 

Questions to Consider: 

Do I have the attitude of  a Diotrephes? 

Am I willing to allow God to reveal self-centeredness that I might be 
blinded about in my life? 

Am I willing to do pursue what pleases God even when I face 
opposition from others?
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