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Message Title: The Church Just Moves ON 
Message Text: Acts 13:1-12 

Introduction 

Acts chapter 12 ended with the death of  Herod Agrippa I. Josephus, a historian 
of  that time, tells us that for days there was great mourning. Following his 
death, some groups sought to take out their hatred of  Herod by abusing his 
family. These were turbulent political times and social scandal. However, the 
church of  Christ was undeterred from its mission and just moved forward 
according to the direction of  Word of  God and the Spirit of  God. Today, we 
get a to see the kind of  church they chose to be for the glory of  God and the 
advancement of  His kingdom. 

1. A _____________ Church (1) 
They were not just ______________, but thriving.  

A. They were _________________ (1a) 

Acts 13:1a  Now there were in the church that was at Antioch… 

CHURCH — an assembly called out of  the world by Jesus Christ. 

Acts 11:26 And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. 

B. They were ____________ (1-2a) 

Acts 13:1-2a  Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets 
and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of  
Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and 
Saul. 2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted… 

NOTE — the prophets declared the revelation, while the teachers 
declared the interpretation. 

THEY WERE SERVING THE LORD — BARNABUS, SIMEON, LUCIUS, 
MANAEN AND SAUL 
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NOTE —This eclectic group of  men from all kinds of  social, 
economical, geographical and religious backgrounds served the Lord 
together in agreement with God’s Truth.  

THEY WERE SEEKING THE LORD — FASTING 

NOTE — They set aside physical appetite in order to seek the Lord.  

Matthew 9:38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of  the harvest, that he will send forth 
labourers into his harvest. 

Acts 13:2  As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said… 

1 Corinthians 15:58  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of  the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour 
is not in vain in the Lord. 

2. A ______________ Church (2-3) 
QUOTE: The mark of  a great church is not its seating capacity, but its 
sending capacity. —Mike Stachura 

A. The _____________ of Missionaries (2) 

Acts 13:2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 

The Holy Spirit issued a specific call on specific people for a specific 
work.  

DEFINITION—SEPARATE: to exclude; to separate or isolate something 
and place in a group apart from others (as for a purpose). 

WORK — duty 

QUOTE: It’s easier to steer a moving ship than one that’s sitting in the 
docks. —unknown 

B. The ________________ of Missionaries (3) 

Acts 13:3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, 
they sent them away. 

NOTE — the laying on of  hands was the calling, but the recognizing 
of  the call. 

2 Timothy 1:6 Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of  
God, which is in thee by the putting on of  my hands. 



DEFINITION—SENT: to dispatch;  to send away towards a designated 
goal or purpose. 

3. An ______________ Church (4-12) 
A. They Went as a _____________ (4-5b) 

Acts 13:4-5  So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; 
and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. 5 And when they were at Salamis, they 
preached the word of  God in the synagogues of  the Jews: and they had also John 
to their minister. 

THE MISSIONARY TOUR — SELEUCIA, CYPRUS, PAPHOS, SALAMIS 

THE MISSIONARY TEAM —BARNABUS AND PAUL 

Luke 10:1 After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them 
two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself  would 
come. 

B. They _______________ as they Went (5c) 

Acts 13:5 …and they had also John to their minister. 

John Mark was their assistant.  

C. They Faced Satanic _______________ (6-8) 

Acts 13:6–7 And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a 
certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-jesus: 7 Which was 
with the deputy of  the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for 
Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the word of  God. 

PAPHOS — was the capital city of  the island 

BAR-JESUS — name meant son of  Jesus; he was a false prophet 

SERGIUS PAULUS — the Roman Proconsul or administrator of  the 
island 

Acts 13:8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood 
them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith. 

D.They Experienced the ______________ of God (9-11) 

Acts 13:9–11 Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, 
set his eyes on him, 10 And said, O full of  all subtilty and all mischief, thou child 
of  the devil, thou enemy of  all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right 
ways of  the Lord? 11 And now, behold, the hand of  the Lord is upon thee, and 



thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there fell on 
him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him by the 
hand. 

THE FILLING OF THE SPIRIT (9) 

THE BOLDNESS OF PAUL (10) 

THE BLINDNESS OF THE SORCERER (11) 

E. They ____________ their First Soul to Christ (12) 

Acts 13:12  Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being 
astonished at the doctrine of  the Lord. 

DEFINITION— BELIEVED: trust, receive, accept 

Romans 10:9 That if  thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

Romans 10:17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of  God. 

Conclusion 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Questions to Consider 

Have I embraced the fact that the church of  Christ continues on no matter 
what is happening in our world? 

Am I willing to focus on the mission of  Christ and allow Christ to lift me above 
the chaos of  society so that I can influence the people He places in my life with 
His truth? 

Am I willing to seek God in prayer and fasting so that I might be the most 
sensitive to the promptings of  the Holy Spirit?
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