
Introduction:  

This is a personal letter that gives a quick, informative glimpse into the 
church. The focus of  the letter is showing hospitality and love in the 
sphere of  truth. There are four main characters mentioned in the letter
—John, the author; Gaius, a godly, hospitable believer; Demetrius, a 
traveling preacher; and Diotrophes, a man who was seeking 
preeminence in the church. 3 John is one of  the last books of  the Bible 
to be written. As we open our study, we will learn of  a man named 
Gaius and how we can follow his example even in the midst of  our 
present chaotic, divided nation.  

1. He was Greatly ___________ (1) 

A. By Fellow ___________   

3 John 1 The elder unto the wellbeloved Gaius… 

DEFINITION—WELLBELOVED: beloved; dearly loved and 
cherished;  

This love is mentioned 4x in the letter. (1,2,5,11) 

3 John 5 Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the 
brethren, and to strangers 

1 John 4:19 We love him, because he first loved us. 
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B. By the ____________ 

3 John 1 The elder unto the wellbeloved Gaius, whom I love in the truth. 

Note — The word “Elder” in the New Testament is a reference 
to the job description of  the pastor. It speaks to his responsibility 
over an assembly.  

Their relationship was had in the sphere of  God’s truth. 

Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed? 

2 Timothy 1:16 The Lord give mercy unto the house of  Onesiphorus; for 
he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of  my chain: 

2. He was Spiritually _____________ (2) 

A. A Prayer for ______________ (2a) 

3 John 2 Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be 
in health… 

DEFINITION—WISH: to pray 

B. A Pattern of ________________ (2b) 

3 John 2 …even as thy soul prospereth. 

DEFINITION—PROSPERETH: to develop a positive way 

NOTE — Gaius allowed God to develop him in the inner man. 

Colossians 2:6–7 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
walk ye in him: 7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, 
as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. 



3. He was Consistently __________ (3-4) 

A. His ______________ of Truth (3a) 

1. 3 John 3  For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified 
of  the truth that is in thee… 

2. Gaius was a man of  truth 

3. Deuteronomy 32:4  He is the Rock, his work is perfect: For all his 
ways are judgment: A God of  truth and without iniquity, Just and 
right is he. 

4. 2 Timothy 1:5 When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is 
in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother 
Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also. 

5. Ephesians 4:14  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to 
and fro, and carried about with every wind of  doctrine, by the sleight 
of  men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 

6. Psalm 37:31  The law of  his God is in his heart; None of  his steps 
shall slide. 

B. His ________________ according to Truth (4) 

3 John 4  …even as thou walkest in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy 
than to hear that my children walk in truth. 

DEFINITION—WALK: behavior 

NOTE — What you believe will always come out in your 
behavior. 



Conclusion 

Daniel 6:10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his 
house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled 
upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he 
did aforetime. 

Questions to Consider 

Does the chaos in the world around you change the way that God wants your to live? 

Am I willing to walk in God’s truth even if  costs me?  

How will God’s truth change the way I think and live tomorrow?
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