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Message Title: God is not Dead and He is not Bound 
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Introduction: 
A pattern has developed in the book of  Acts within the church. We observe them 
preaching the Gospel everywhere they go which then led persecution against the 
them. The church would turn to God in dependent prayer for boldness, open 
doors and deliverance. God would answer their prayer by manifesting His power 
in and through them. As we open Acts 12, the church, this assembly called out of  the 
world by Jesus Christ, was living and declaring their Christian faith. It was as  
unmissable as a city set on a hill. We see the pattern repeated again—preaching, 
persecution, prayer and power. Today’s narrative gives us encouragement that 
our God is not dead and He is not bound.  
2 Timothy 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 
Philippians 1:29 For unto you it is given in the behalf  of  Christ, not only to believe on him, 
but also to suffer for his sake; 

1. The ___________ against the Church (1-4) 

DEFINITION—STRETCH FORTH: to sieze, to arrest 
DEFINTION—VEX: to harm 
“Now about that time…” — world wide famine and now persecution 

A. The _______________ of the Church (1) 
Acts 12:1 Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain 
of  the church. 
HEROD THE KING — HEROD AGRIPPA I 

Herod Agrippa 1 the grandson of  Herod the Great. Claudius Caesar 
appointed him king over a similar territory as his grandfather—Perea, 
Galilee and Judea. 
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HEROD AND THE JEWS 
He was known for doing anything he could to gain popularity with the 
Jewish people. (v. 3) 

B. The _____________ in the Church (2-4) 
Acts 12:2–4  And he killed James the brother of  John with the sword. 3 And because he 
saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of  
unleavened bread.) 4 And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and 
delivered him to four quaternions of  soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring 
him forth to the people. 
JAMES (THE SON OF ZEBDEE) IS BEHEADED 

QUOTE: This type of  execution may signify that Agrippa I considered 
the growth and mission of  the Christian community to be not just a 
religious but a political threat. —FSB 

PETER IS IMPRISONED 
During the Days of  Unleavened Bread — This Jewish feast took place 
for seven days every spring in conjunction with Passover. 
“…four quaternions of  soldiers…” — 16 soldiers 

2. The __________ of the Church (5-18) 
A. ___________ Prayer (5) 

Acts 12:5 Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of  the 
church unto God for him. 
DEFINITION—WITHOUT CEASING: diligent; eager; marked by care and 
persistent effort (See 1 Peter 4:8) 
James 5:16  …The effectual fervent prayer of  a righteous man availeth much. 
Ephesians 6:12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of  the darkness of  this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. 
Ephesians 6:18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 

B. _______________ Prayer (5) 
Acts 12:5 Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of  the 
church unto God for him. 
QUOTE: Prayer is a declaration of  dependance upon God. 
2 Corinthians 10:4 (For the weapons of  our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through 
God to the pulling down of  strong holds;) 
QUOTE: Satan trembles, when he sees the weakest saint upon his knees. —
William Cooper, 1779 



QUOTE: When we work, we work. When we pray, God works. — Hudson 
Taylor 

3. The ____________ of God (7-25) 
A. The ____________ of the Preacher (7-19) 

A MIRACULOUS RELEASE (7-12) 
Acts 12:7–12  And, behold, the angel of  the Lord came upon him, and a light 
shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, 
Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off  from his hands. 8 And the angel said 
unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith 
unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me. 9 And he went out, and 
followed him; and wist not that it was true which was done by the angel; but 
thought he saw a vision. 10 When they were past the first and the second ward, 
they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of  
his own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street; and 
forthwith the angel departed from him. 11 And when Peter was come to himself, 
he said, Now I know of  a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath 
delivered me out of  the hand of  Herod, and from all the expectation of  the 
people of  the Jews. 12 And when he had considered the thing, he came to the 
house of  Mary the mother of  John, whose surname was Mark; where many 
were gathered together praying. 

QUOTE: That force of  earnest, halting prayer was mightier than 
Herod, and mightier than hell. —G. Cambell Morgan 

A UNBELIEVED RELEASE (13-17) 
Acts 12:13-17 And as Peter knocked at the door of  the gate, a damsel came to 
hearken, named Rhoda. 14 And when she knew Peter’s voice, she opened not the 
gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood before the gate. 15 And 
they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she constantly affirmed that it was even 
so. Then said they, It is his angel. 16 But Peter continued knocking: and when 
they had opened the door, and saw him, they were astonished. 17 But he, 
beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their peace, declared unto them how 
the Lord had brought him out of  the prison. And he said, Go shew these things 
unto James, and to the brethren. And he departed, and went into another place.  

A TROUBLING RELEASE (18-19) 
Acts 12:18-19 Now as soon as it was day, there was no small stir among the 
soldiers, what was become of  Peter. 19 And when Herod had sought for him, 
and found him not, he examined the keepers, and commanded that they should 
be put to death. And he went down from Judaea to Caesarea, and there abode. 

NOTE — if  a Roman guard lost his prisoner, he would be subjected to 
the same sentence his prisoner was facing. 
CAESAREA—the capital of  the Roman province of  Judea 



B. The _____________ of their Adversary (20-23) 
Acts 12:20–23 And Herod was highly displeased with them of  Tyre and Sidon: but they 
came with one accord to him, and, having made Blastus the king’s chamberlain their 
friend, desired peace; because their country was nourished by the king’s country. 21 And 
upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his throne, and made an oration 
unto them. 22 And the people gave a shout, saying, It is the voice of  a god, and not of  a 
man. 23 And immediately the angel of  the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the 
glory: and he was eaten of  worms, and gave up the ghost. 
DEFINITION—SMOTE: to strike down; to cause to die by a blow, especially 
suddenly. 
DEFINITION—WAS EATEN: worm-eaten; infected with a type of  parasitic 
worm; probably one that is visible to the human eye. 
See also Daniel 5:23  
Isaiah 48:11 … I will not give my glory unto another. 
Psalm 29:2  Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name; Worship the Lord in the 
beauty of  holiness. 

C. The __________________ of God’s Word (24-25) 
NOTE—This is another progress report on the church. See also Acts 2:47; 
6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20; 28:30–31 
Acts 12:24–25 But the word of  God grew and multiplied. 25 And Barnabas and 
Saul returned from Jerusalem, when they had fulfilled their ministry, and took with 
them John, whose surname was Mark. 
DEFINITION—GREW: to circulate more ⇔ increase 

DEFINITION—MULTIPLIED: increase by multiplication 

Questions to Consider? 
Have I become discouraged by the events and chaos in the world around me?  
Did this narrative remind me of  the power of  God? 
Am I boldly doing the will of  God today no matter the consequences? 
Do I demonstrate daily dependence on my God through prayer? 
Do I pray together with my church family? 
Do my children seeing me praying? 
Am I giving God glory or do I take it for myself ? 
Am I emboldened to diligently pray for the impossible like the church at Jerusalem 
did?
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