
Introduction:  

We have learned in the letter of  2 John the importance the truth in our 

lives. We have learned how we must love the truth (1-3), walk in the 

truth (4-6), protect the truth (7-11) and finally how we will need to speak 

up for truth (12-13). John was not able to accomplish everything he 

wanted to with the writing of  this letter. The letter ends on a warm but 

sober note. John alerted them of  a future time when he would speak the 

truth.   

1. An ________________ Issue (13) 

2 John 12  Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with 

paper and ink… 

CONTEXT—doctrinal issues  

2 John 7–8 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that 

Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 8 Look to 

yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we 

receive a full reward. 
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NOTE—When we compare Scripture with Scripture, we find that 

this “many things” centered on the issue of  a congregational bully 

that had arisen in the church to whom John was writing. 

3 John 9 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the 

preeminence among them, receiveth us not. 

Colossians 1:18 And he is the head of  the body, the church: who is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the 

preeminence. 

DEFINITION—PREEMINENCE: to be first; to be or become ranking 

above all others. 

2. A Wise _______________ (13b) 

2 John 12b  …but I trust to come unto you, and speak face to face… 

3 John 10–11 Wherefore, if  I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, 

prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth 

he himself  receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth 

them out of  the church. 11 Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that 

which is good. He that doeth good is of  God: but he that doeth evil hath not 

seen God. 

WEIGHTY ISSUES ARE BEST DEALT WITH _______ TO ________.  

QUOTE: A heart full of  love pours itself  out more freely face to 

face, than by letter. —JFB 



Proverbs 27:6  Faithful are the wounds of  a friend; But the kisses of  an enemy 

are deceitful. 

Ephesians 4:15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all 

things, which is the head, even Christ: 

3. A Wonderful _______________ (13c) 

2 John 12c  …that our joy may be full. 

DEFINITION—FULL: to be filled; to be or become generously 

supplied with; also in a metaphorical sense. 

NOTE—Joy is a fruit of  the Spirit 

1 Thessalonians 5:19 Quench not the Spirit. 

Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of  God, whereby ye are sealed 

unto the day of  redemption. 

NOTE—Dealing with sin (pride) in our personal lives or a church 

body will produce full joy. 

QUOTE: When John says that it is his purpose that “your joy may 

be as having been filled” he speaks to the general membership. The 

conduct of  Diotrephes has been lessening the joy which all the 

faithful members found in their church life. —Lenski 



4. A Warm ____________ (14) 

2 John 13  The children of  thy elect sister greet thee. Amen. 

DEFINITION—GREET: to bless 

NOTE— “…thy Elect Sister…” is likely referring to the 

congregation from which John is writing this letter—Ephesus. 

Questions to Consider 

Do I jump quickly in dealing with problems or do I wait for the right 

time and place to deal with them? 

Do I ignore problems and thereby allow joy to be stolen from my life 

and others? 

Is restoration and joy the goal when I am confronting an issue? 

Do I so love the truth that I am willing to speak up for the truth in my 

daily life? 
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