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Message Text: Acts 11:19-30 
 
Introduction: 

Matthew 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church; and the gates of  hell shall not prevail against it. 

The church is an assembly called out from the world by Jesus Christ. It is not an 
organization, but a living organism. It is the body of  Christ through which He is accomplishing 
His rescue mission in the world today. In Acts 11, we get a glimpse into the church’s 
unstoppable advance in the context of  persecution. We find the church encouraging and caring 
for one another just like Christ had commanded.  

1. The Effect of _________________ (19-21) 
A. The Church was _______________ (19) 

Acts 11:19 Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose 
about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch… 

NOTE— Stephen was martyred in 35 AD and Barnabus was sent to 
Antioch in 41 AD. 

NOTE—Antioch was 319 miles from Jerusalem. 

Acts 8:1  And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a 
great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all 
scattered abroad throughout the regions of  Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. 
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Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of  the earth. 

Our church building plans often times involves __________ and 
___________. God’s plans often include upsets and scatterings. 

B. The Church was ________________ (19b-21) 

Acts 11:19b …preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only.  

Acts 11:20 And some of  them were men of  Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they 
were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus. 

DEFINITION—PREACHING: to convey the Gospel; to bring the good 
news concerning the way of  salvation through the death, burial and 
resurrection of  Jesus Christ. 

Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature. 

Acts 11:21 And the hand of  the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, 
and turned unto the Lord. 

NOTE—the hand of  the Lord refers to the power of  God. 

1 Thessalonians 5:24 Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. 

NOTE—Antioch was considered the third city of  the Roman Empire, 
and has been dubbed “the Paris of  the ancient world.” —BBC 

1 Corinthians 3:9  For we are labourers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, 
ye are God’s building. 

2. The _____________ of a New Church (22-26) 

“…they assembled themselves with the church…” 

A. The _______________ to the Church (22-24) 

Acts 11:22–24  Then tidings of  these things came unto the ears of  the church which 
was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. 
23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of  God, was glad, and exhorted 
them all, that with purpose of  heart they would cleave unto the Lord. 24 For he was 
a good man, and full of  the Holy Ghost and of  faith: and much people was added 
unto the Lord. 



BARNABUS — The Son of  Consolation (encouragement) 

DEFINITION—CLEAVE: to stay with; steadfast; to remain firm and 
steadfast in one’s association 

1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of  the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is 
not in vain in the Lord. 

B. The ________________ of Christlikeness (25-26) 

Acts 11:25–26 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: 26 And when 
he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole 
year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the 
disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. 

NOTE — Tarsus is 84 miles away from Antioch 

NOTE—Barnabus is a godly church member who loved to help people 
become committed followers of  Jesus Christ. He loved and discipled Saul 
and together they discipled the new believers at Antioch. 

2 Timothy 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of  me among many witnesses, the 
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 

An increase in Christlikeness was the result of  _______________ in 
Antioch. 

Acts 11:26b And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. 

DEFINITION—CHRISTIAN: little Christ 

NOTE — The word “Christians” is used only two other times in the 
New Testament; Acts 26:28 and 1 Peter 4:16 

3. The Exhibiting of Christian _______ (27-30) 
John 13:34–35  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one another. 35 By this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples, if  ye have love one to another. 



A. A World-Wide ______________ (27-28) 

Acts 11:27–28b  And in these days came prophets  from Jerusalem unto Antioch. 1

28 And there stood up one of  them named Agabus and signified by the spirit that 
there should be great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days 
of  Claudius Caesar. 

NOTE—Claudius reigned from January 41 to October 54. Much of  his 
reign was marked by famine conditions as Roman writers and Josephus 
report. —Lenski 

John 16:33  These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In 
the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of  good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

B. A Willing ____________ (29-30) 

Acts 11:29–30  Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to 
send relief  unto the brethren which dwelt in Judaea: 30 Which also they did, and 
sent it to the elders by the hands of  Barnabas and Saul. 

NOTE— this relief  was a freewill offering according to individual ability. 

Luke 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and 
shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same 
measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. 

QUOTE: God makes the giving hand a getting hand. —Matthew Henry 

QUOTE: The grace of  God was manifest in these disciples who gave 
unanimously, spontaneously, and proportionately. —BBC 

Conclusion 

Questions to Consider 

• Have I received the message of  the Gospel like those of  Antioch? 

• Am I willing to be obedient to the speak the Gospel with those God places in my way this 
week? 

• Have I chosen to live so much like Jesus, that those around me think of  me as a little Christ? 

• Am I an encourager like Barnabus? Do I use my words and actions to inspire other believers 
to be committed followers of  Jesus Christ? 

• Am I willing to freely give of  what God has given to me to help other believers in need?

 See 1 Corinthians 12:28-29, Ephesians 4:111
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