
Sunday Morning,  October 11 , 2020 » Pastor Josiah Kagin 
Message Text: John 3:1-18 
 
Introduction:  

The Bible records the true account of  a religious leader who went to Jesus one 
night searching for answers. While everybody who knew Nicodemus considered 
him a good person, deep inside, Nicodemus was empty and unsatisfied with his 
life. Jesus did give him answers, but not as he expected.  

1. A ______________ Man (1-2) 
A. A ___________ Person (1) 

John 3:1 There was a man of  the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of  the Jews: 

PHARISEE — a religious group of  elites that prided themselves on their 
self-righteousness and their ability to keep the law.  

Matthew 5:20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of  the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom 
of  heaven. 

NICODEMUS — name meant “the conquerer of  the people.” 

RULER — a member of  the Sanhedrin, a religious ruling group 
consisting of  70 member. Responsible for sentencing Jesus to death on 
the cross. 

B. A Genuine ____________ (2) 
John 3:2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that 
thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, 
except God be with him. 

BY NIGHT — He feared to be seen seeking Jesus.  
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RABBI — an honorific and respectful term of  address for a teacher of  
the Mosaic Law 

A TEACHER — He acknowledged that Jesus was a teacher sent from 
God.  However, he only recognized Jesus as a man, not God. 

2. A ____________ Message (3-9) 
NOTE—Nicodemus came to find our more about Jesus, but Jesus tuned 
the focus to Nicodemus and his real need.  

A. You Must be Born _________ (3-4) 
John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of  God.  

BORN AGAIN — born of  God (see 1 John 5:1); born from above  

NOTE— To be begin life anew in relation to God; his manner of  
thinking, feeling, and acting, with reference to spiritual things, 
undergoing a fundamental and permanent revolution. —JFB 

Ephesians 2:1b …who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, And 
your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. 

QUOTE: Christ’s kingdom can only be entered by those whose lives 
have been changed. Since His reign will be a righteous one, His 
subjects must be righteous also. He could not reign over people who 
were going on in their sins. —BBC 

HOW CAN ONE BE BORN AGAIN? 

John 3:4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can 
he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born? 

B. You Must be Born of the __________ (5-9) 
John 3:5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of  
water and of  the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of  God.  

NOTE — there is no entrance in to the into God’s kingdom without 
being born again.  

Matthew 5:48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is 
perfect. 



BORN OF WATER AND OF THE SPIRIT 

Note — Nicodemus was familiar with formalistic spiritual washings.  
Jesus was speaking of  a “thorough spiritual purification by the operation of  the 
Holy Ghost.” 

Titus 3:5 Not by works of  righteousness which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of  regeneration, and renewing of  the Holy 
Ghost; 

SPIRITUAL BIRTH 

John 3:6-8 That which is born of  the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of  the 
Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 8 The 
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of  the Spirit.  

HOW CAN THIS NEW BIRTH HAPPEN? 

John 3:9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be? 

3. The Righteous _____________ (10-18) 
1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus; 

Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

A. Jesus Is the Only _________ (10-13) 
THE ANSWER WAS NOT TO BE DISCOVERED BY A MAN GOING UP TO 
HEAVEN. 

John 3:10–12  Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of  Israel, 
and knowest not these things? 11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we 
do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. 12 If  I have 
told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if  I tell you of  
heavenly things? 

GOD SENT  JESUS CHRIST DOWN TO EARTH AS THE ANSWER. 

John 3:13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from 
heaven, even the Son of  man which is in heaven. 

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me. 



B. Jesus is the Only ____________ (14-18) 
SAVIOR — the one who rescues and saves 

THE BRASS SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESS 

John 3:14-15 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of  man be lifted up: 15 
That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.  

WE ALL DESERVE DEATH AND HELL AS THE CONSEQUENCE FOR OUR 
SINFULNESS.  

Romans 6:23 For the wages of  sin is death; but the gift of  God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE ALL CAN BE RESCUED FROM OUR SINFULNESS AND ITS 
CONSEQUENCES THROUGH JESUS.  

John 3:16-18 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God 
sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through 
him might be saved. 18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of  the 
only begotten Son of  God. 

1 John 4:14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the 
Saviour of  the world. 

Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 

Conclusion—What did Nicodemus do? 

JOHN 7:50–52—NICODEMUS DEFENDS CHRIST BEFORE THE RELIGIOUS 
RULERS  

JOHN 19:38–42—NICODEMUS IDENTIFIES WITH CHRIST OVER THE 
RELIGIOUS RULERS 

HAVE YOU BEEN BORN AGAIN LIKE NICODEMUS?  

John 1:12–13 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of  God, 
even to them that believe on his name: 13 Which were born, not of  blood, nor of  the will of  the 
flesh, nor of  the will of  man, but of  God. (See also 1 John 5:1) 

Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of  the Lord shall be saved.
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