
 
Introduction: 
2 Timothy 4:7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith: 

Our race is our God allotted ________ for our lives. 

Question: What must we remember in the race? 

1. Jesus is our _____________ (2) 
A. A _________________ Focus (2) 

Hebrews 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of  our faith; 

Definition—Author: trailblazer; the chief  leader, one that takes 
the lead in anything and thus furnishes the example. —Wuest 

Definition—Finisher: to carry through completely, to finish, to 
make perfect or complete 

Quote: One who has in his own person raised faith to its 
perfection and so set before us the highest example of  faith. —
Thayer 

Quote: One stands out conspicuous above all the rest … the 
Man who first perfectly realised the idea of  living by faith …, 
who undauntedly endured the bitter suffering of  the cross, and 
despised the ignominy of  it, sustained by a faith that so vividly 
realised coming joy and glory as to obliterate the consciousness 
of  present pain and shame. —A B Bruce 

scan for PDF  
sermon notes

MissionWeeks 
Our Savior’s Joy 
Hebrews 12:1-4 
Wednesday, September 2, 2020 • Pastor Josiah Kagin 



B. A ___________ Focus (2) 

1. Hebrews 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of  
our faith; 

2. Definition—Looking: to look without distraction 

Note—“to turn the eyes away from other things and fix 
them on something.” The word also means “to turn one’s 
mind to a certain thing.” —Wuest 

3. Quote: The minute the Greek runner in the stadium takes 
his attention away from the race course and the goal to 
which he is speeding, and turns it upon the onlooking 
crowds, his speed is slackened. It is so with the Christian. — 
Wuest 

4. Hymn: Fill all my vision, Saviour, I pray, 
Let me see only Jesus today; 
Though through the valley Thou leadest me, 
Thy fadeless glory encompasseth me. 

2. Jesus is our _____________ (2b) 
A. Example of Right _____________ (2b) 

Hebrews 12:2  …who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross…. 

Definition—Joy: emotion of  great happiness and pleasure 

WHAT WAS THIS JOY? — THE OPPORTUNITY TO RECONCILE 
SINFUL MEN TO THE HOLY GOD.  

2 Corinthians 5:18–19 And all things are of  God, who hath reconciled 
us to himself  by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of  
reconciliation; 19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed 
unto us the word of  reconciliation. 

John 4:34  Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of  him that 
sent me, and to finish his work. 



Hebrews 12:3 “…and is set down at the right hand of  the throne of  
God.” 

B. Example of Willing _____________ (2b) 

Hebrews 12:2  …who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of  the throne 
of  God. 

Luke 22:42  Saying, Father, if  thou be willing, remove this cup from me: 
nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. 

ENDURING THE CROSS 

Acts 8:32  The place of  the scripture which he read was this, He was led 
as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so 
opened he not his mouth: 

Philippians 2:8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of  the cross. 

DESPISING THE SHAME 

Definition—Shame: unworthiness meriting public disgrace 
and dishonor. 

1 Peter 2:24 Who his own self  bare our sins in his own body on the tree, 
that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes 
ye were healed. 

Mark 15:24 And when they had crucified him, they parted his garments, 
casting lots upon them, what every man should take. 

Mark 15:29 And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads, 
and saying, Ah, thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three 
days, 

1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but 
quickened by the Spirit: 

3. Jesus is our ______________ (3-4) 



Consider is the idea of  reckoning. 

A. Consider Jesus and His ____________ (3) 

Hebrews 12:3  For consider him that endured such contradiction of  
sinners against himself  

Definition—Endured: to endure (withstand) v. — to face and 
withstand with courage. 

Definition—Contradiction: defiance; intentionally 
contemptuous behavior or attitude; often expressed verbally. 

Isaiah 53:3 He is despised and rejected of  men; A man of  sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief: And we hid as it were our faces from him; He was 
despised, and we esteemed him not. 

John 15:18 If  the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated 
you. 

B. Consider Jesus and His ________________ (3,4) 

Hebrews 12:3  For consider him that endured such contradiction of  
sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. 

Quote: These persecuted Jews, mistreated by their brethren 
after the flesh who were still clinging to the temple sacrifices, 
are exhorted to thus contrast this opposition which they were 
meeting, with that endured by Messiah, and to do this in order 
that they would not be weary, fainting in their souls. —Wuest 

Hebrews 12:4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. 

Conclusion: 

The joyful focus of  Christ was our reconciliation to the Father. He 
invites us to make this our joyful focus as well.  

Matthew 11:29–30 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of  me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light. 
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