
Sunday Morning,  August 2, 2020 » Pastor Josiah Kagin 
Message Title: The Impact of Mission Focus 
Message Text: Acts 9:32-35 
 
Introduction: In this brief  opening to this section of  the book of  Acts 
we find Peter, one of  Christ’s Apostles, endeavoring to visit all the 
churches. His goal was to encourage, confirm and help them become 
committed followers of  Christ. This was a part of  the mission of  Christ 
had given him. It was an enormous task and commitment, but one that 
would make a long-term impact. 

1. The ___________ of the Apostle (32) 

A. An ____________ Church 

Acts 9:32  And it came to pass, as Peter passed throughout all quarters, he 
came down also to the saints which dwelt at Lydda. 

Lydda was located 10 miles inland from Joppa. 

Note: The church of  Christ is likely only five or six years old. 
The Gospel had spread wildly from Jerusalem, Judea and 
Samaria. It had even spread to Damascus and down into 
Egypt.  
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B. An _____________ Care 

Acts 9:32  And it came to pass, as Peter passed throughout all quarters, he 
came down also to the saints which dwelt at Lydda. 

PETER’S ASSIGNMENT 

John 21:17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of  Jonas, 
lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third 
time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all 
things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my 
sheep. 

DEFINITION—FEED: feed, herd, tend 

Note: Peter’s Journey to visit the churches would be 
around 127 miles round trip. 

PETER’S ATTENTION 

DEFINITION—SAINTS: holy one, a person who is morally 
pure (positional fact) 

Saint — 62 times in the NT  

Acts 9:13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of  
this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 

2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of  God in him. 

2. The _____________ of Christ (33-34) 

A. A Circumstance of Divine ________________ (33) 

Acts 9:33  And there he found a certain man… 

DEFINITION—FOUND: to come upon, as if  by accident 



B. A Case of Definite ________________ (34a) 

Acts 9:33  …Æneas, which had kept his bed eight years, and was sick of  
the palsy. 

DEFINITION—PALSY: to be paralyzed 

C. A Channel of Divine ____________ (34b) 

Acts 9:34 And Peter said unto him, Æneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee 
whole: arise, and make thy bed; And he arose immediately. 

DEFINITION—MAKETH THEE WHOLE: to heal v. — to make 
a person healthy again; often a miraculous act bringing about 
perfect health. 

Note: Jesus has power over our health.  

Luke 7:22 Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell 
John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf  hear, the dead are raised, to the poor 
the gospel is preached. 

Quote: The sense is proably that Æneas is to take up his pallet 
and lay it away somewhere, doing this for himself  as it had 
been done for him every evening when he was undressed and 
transferred from his pallet to his bed for the night. —Lenski 

3. The ______________ of the City (35) 

A. An Visible _______________ 

Acts 9:35 And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron saw him… 

Lydda and Saron—the city as well as the region along the 
coast. 



1 Peter 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready 
always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of  the 
hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 

B. An Vital ________________ 

Acts 9:35 And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron saw him, and turned to 
the Lord. 

John 16:8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of  sin, and of  
righteousness, and of  judgment: 

KEY: Faith and repentance are two sides of  the same coin.  

Acts 20:21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance 
toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 

See also 1 Thessalonians 1:8–10 

Mark 1:14-15 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of  the kingdom of  God, 15 And saying, The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of  God is at hand: repent ye, and believe 
the gospel. 

Conclusion 

Maintaining a focus on the mission of  Christ is the key to impacting lives 
for Christ. 
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