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Introduction 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

1. The __________ against God’s People 
(1) 
1 Chronicles 21:1 And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to 
number Israel. 

DEFINITION—PROVOKE: to entice v. — to provoke someone to do 
something through deception or persuasion. 

2 Samuel 24:1  And again the anger of  the Lord was kindled against Israel, 
and he moved David against them to say, Go, number Israel and Judah. 

James 1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of  God: for God 
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: 

1 Corinthians 10:13  There hath no temptation taken you but such as is 
common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, 
that ye may be able to bear it. 

Mark 14:38 Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly 
is ready, but the flesh is weak. 
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2. The ________________ of Satan (2) 
1 Chronicles 21:2 And David said to Joab and to the rulers of  the people, Go, 
number Israel from Beer-sheba even to Dan; and bring the number of  them to 
me, that I may know it. 

Dan to Beersheba — North to South 

NUMBERING THE PEOPLE 

NUMBERING THE PEOPLE HAPPENED ON DIRECT COMMAND OF 
GOD. (NUMBERS 1:1-3; 26:1-4) 

NUMBERING THE PEOPLE REQUIRED A RELIGIOUS CONTRIBUTION. 
(EXODUS 30:12) 

NOTE: The census was not a tool for kings to use for their 
own purpose, but for the good of  God’s house. 

NUMBERING THE PEOPLE WAS AT TIMES EMPLOYED BY GOD TO 
TEACH HIS PEOPLE OF THE LOSS BROUGHT ON BY REBELLION.  
(NUMBERS 26:64) 

SCHEME—A temptation to use a ________ thing with a wrong 
____________. 

QUOTE: Satan tempts David to take a census of  his armed forces, 
to see just how strong he is. —Knowles 

Ephesians 6:10–11 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of  his might. 11 Put on the whole armour of  God, that ye may be able 
to stand against the wiles of  the devil. 

3. The ___________ of God (3-26) 
1. A WORD OF ______________ (3) 

1 Chronicles 21:3 And Joab answered, The Lord make his people 
an hundred times so many more as they be: but, my lord the king, are 
they not all my lord’s servants? why then doth my lord require this 
thing? why will he be a cause of  trespass to Israel? 

DEFINITION—TRESPASS: judgement 



Proverbs 11:14 Where no counsel is, the people fall: But in the 
multitude of  counsellers there is safety. 

2. AN ACT OF LOYAL ___________ (4-14) 

1 Chronicles 21:4–7 Nevertheless the king’s word prevailed against 
Joab. Wherefore Joab departed, and went throughout all Israel, and 
came to Jerusalem. 5 And Joab gave the sum of  the number of  the 
people unto David. And all they of  Israel were a thousand thousand 
and an hundred thousand men that drew sword: and Judah was four 
hundred threescore and ten thousand men that drew sword. 6 But 
Levi and Benjamin counted he not among them: for the king’s word 
was abominable to Joab. 7 And God was displeased with this thing; 
therefore he smote Israel. 

Hebrews 12:6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 

1 Chronicles 21:9–15 And the Lord spake unto Gad, David’s seer, 
saying, 10 Go and tell David, saying, Thus saith the Lord, I offer 
thee three things: choose thee one of  them, that I may do it unto thee. 
11 So Gad came to David, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, 
Choose thee 12 Either three years’ famine; or three months to be 
destroyed before thy foes, while that the sword of  thine enemies 
overtaketh thee; or else three days the sword of  the Lord, even the 
pestilence, in the land, and the angel of  the Lord destroying 
throughout all the coasts of  Israel. Now therefore advise thyself  what 
word I shall bring again to him that sent me. 13 And David said 
unto Gad, I am in a great strait: let me fall now into the hand of  the 
Lord; for very great are his mercies: but let me not fall into the hand 
of  man. 14 So the Lord sent pestilence upon Israel: and there fell of  
Israel seventy thousand men. 

DEFINITION—MERCIES: compassion n. — a deep 
awareness of  and sympathy for another’s suffering 

3. A ______________ OF HEART (15-26) 

David purchased the threshing floor of  Onan where he 
made a sacrifice unto the Lord and interceded on behalf  
of  Israel.   



600 Shekels of  Gold — 15 lbs of  Gold — $434,472 

1 Chronicles 21:26  And David built there an altar unto the Lord, 
and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called upon the 
Lord; and he answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of  
burnt offering. 

4. A ______________ LEARNED (15-26) 

1 Chronicles 27:23 But David took not the number of  them from 
twenty years old and under: because the Lord had said he would 
increase Israel like to the stars of  the heavens. 

He expressed an attitude of  trust in the Lord’s Word. 

Conclusion 

When we trust in our own _____________, we _______ against God.  

Isaiah 31:1  Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; And stay on horses, And 
trust in chariots, because they are many; And in horsemen, because they are very 
strong; But they look not unto the Holy One of  Israel, Neither seek the Lord! 

Psalm 20:7 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: But we will remember the 
name of  the Lord our God. 

1 Chronicles 3:1 Now these were the sons of  David, which were born unto him in 
Hebron; the firstborn Amnon, of  Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; the second Daniel, of  
Abigail the Carmelitess: 
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