
Sunday Morning,  July 5, 2020 » Pastor Josiah Kagin 
Message Title: The Gospel has No Limits 
Message Text: Acts 9:1-16 
 
Introduction: The Gospel of  Jesus Christ can break through to the 
hardest, darkest and most resistant hearts. No _______ is beyond the 
reach of  Jesus and the Gospel. 

1. An Advancing ____________ (1-2) 
A. Saul’s __________ against Christianity (1a) 

Acts 9:1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against 
the disciples of  the Lord… 

Definition—Breathing Out: to be dedicated to 

THREATENINGS/SLAUGHTER 

B. Saul’s ___________ for his Campaign (1b-2a) 

Acts 9:1–2 …went unto the high priest, 2 And desired of  him letters to 
Damascus to the synagogues… 

Caiaphas was still the High Priest (until AD 36) 

Acts 22:5 As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all the estate 
of  the elders: from whom also I received letters unto the brethren, and went 
to Damascus, to bring them which were there bound unto Jerusalem, for to 
be punished. 
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QUOTE: The Roman emperors granted the Sanhedrin 
authority over Jews outside of  Palestine, and Aretas was a 
Roman vassal. —Lenski 

Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of  the darkness of  this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 

C. Saul’s ____________ of Christians (1b-2a) 

Acts 9:2  …Damascus to the synagogues that if  he found any of  this 
way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto 
Jerusalem. 

Damascus was 138 miles from Jerusalem  

QUOTE: The mention of  “synagogues in Damascus” indicates 
that Christianity was still closely associated with Judaism. —
Toussaint 

NOTE: Saul referred to Christianity as “this way.” 

John 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

2 Timothy 1:8  Be not thou therefore ashamed of  the testimony of  our 
Lord, nor of  me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of  the afflictions of  the 
gospel according to the power of  God; 

2. An Astonishing ____________ (3-9) 
A. A _______________ Conversion (3) 

Acts 9:3  And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly 
there shined round about him a light from heaven: 

2 Corinthians 4:6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of  
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of  the knowledge of  
the glory of  God in the face of  Jesus Christ. 

1 Corinthians 6:9–11  Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit 
the kingdom of  God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of  themselves with mankind, 10 
Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall 
inherit the kingdom of  God. 11 And such were some of  you: but ye are 
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of  the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of  our God. 



B. A ___________ Conversion (4-9) 

JESUS REVEALED 

Acts 9:4–5 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, 
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? 
And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to 
kick against the pricks. 

John 16:8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of  sin, and of  
righteousness, and of  judgment: 

Galatians 1:11–12  But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was 
preached of  me is not after man. 12 For I neither received it of  man, 
neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of  Jesus Christ. 

JESUS RECEIVED 

Acts 9:6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it 
shall be told thee what thou must do. 

Lord—Saul acknowledged Jesus as his Lord and accepted Him 

Acts 9:17 …Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto 
thee… 

Philippians 2:11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of  God the Father. 

JESUS REGARDED 

Acts 9:7-9 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, 
hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 8 And Saul arose from the earth; and 
when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, 
and brought him into Damascus. 9 And he was three days without sight, 
and neither did eat nor drink. 

John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me: 

C. A ________________ Conversion 

1 Corinthians 15:7–8 After that, he was seen of  James; then of  all the 
apostles. 8 And last of  all he was seen of  me also, as of  one born out of  
due time. 

1 Corinthians 9:1  Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen 
Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord? 



3. An Assigned ___________ (10-16) 
A. The Lord’s ______________ for Ananias (9-12) 

Acts 9:10–12 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named 
Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, 
Behold, I am here, Lord.  11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go 
into the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house of  Judas 
for one called Saul, of  Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, 12 And hath seen 
in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on 
him, that he might receive his sight. 

QUOTE: Prayer is the autograph of  the Holy Spirit upon the 
renewed heart —C.H. Spurgeon 

Matthew 28:19–20 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Ghost: 
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of  the world. Amen. 

Though Saul knew much concerning the OT, he still needed 
to be taught. 

B. The ______________ of Ananias (13-14) 

Acts 9:13–14 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of  
this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 14 And 
here he hath authority from the chief  priests to bind all that call on thy 
name. 

C. The ______________ of the Lord (15-16) 

Acts 9:15–16  But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a 
chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and 
the children of  Israel: 16 For I will shew him how great things he must 
suffer for my name’s sake. 

It is only through immediate ___________ that we will 
experience the wonderful purposes of  God.  
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