
 
Sunday Morning,  August 4, 2019 » Pastor Josiah Kagin 
Message Title: Keep At It! 
Message Text: Acts 5:33-42 
 
Introduction: 

Regardless of  what it costs us, we must never stop proclaiming Jesus 
Christ in our community! 

1. The ___________ of God’s Servants (33-39) 
A. A _________________ Proposal (33) 

Acts 5:33 When they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took 
counsel to slay them. 

The Apostles obedience to the command of  God (5:20) had 
led to this proposal to execute all 12 of  them.  

B. A ________________ Persuasion (34-39) 

Acts 5:34–35 Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named 
Gamaliel, a doctor of  the law, had in reputation among all the people, and 
commanded to put the apostles forth a little space; Acts 35 And said unto 
them, Ye men of  Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as 
touching these men. 
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GAMALIEL 

Son of  Simeon of  Luke 2 (Lightfoot) 

Grandson of  Hillel known among the Jews by the title of  
Rabban Gamaliel the elder. (Barnes) 

Teacher of  Saul of  Tarsus (Acts 22:3) 

TWO ILLUSTRATIONS AND A POINT 

THEUDAS— 

Acts 5:36  For before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself  
to be somebody; to whom a number of  men, about four hundred, 
joined themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, 
were scattered, and brought to nought. 

JUDAS OF GALILEE— 

Acts 5:37 After this man rose up Judas of  Galilee in the days of  the 
taxing, and drew away much people after him: he also perished; and 
all, even as many as obeyed him, were dispersed.  

THE POINT—PAUSE! 

Acts 5:38-39 And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and 
let them alone: for if  this counsel or this work be of  men, it will come 
to nought: 39 But if  it be of  God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply 
ye be found even to fight against God. 

John 10:24–25 Then came the Jews round about him, and said 
unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If  thou be the 
Christ, tell us plainly. 25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye 
believed not: the works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear 
witness of  me. 

2 Corinthians 6:2 (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time 
accepted, and in the day of  salvation have I succoured thee: behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of  salvation.) 

Acts 5:40a  And to him they agreed… 

AN UNLIKELY AGREEMENT 



Note—the motivation behind this was likely most about a 
power struggle for political favor between the Pharisees and 
Sadducees. 

Quote: They accomplish [Sadducees] practically nothing, 
however. For whenever they assume some office, though 
they submit unwillingly and per-force, yet submit they do 
to the formulas of  the Pharisees, since, otherwise they 
masses would not tolerated them. —Josephus, Antiquities 
XVIII.1.4 

See Acts 23:6 

Psalm 31:15 My times are in thy hand: Deliver me from the hand of  
mine enemies, and from them that persecute me. 

2. The ___________ of God’s Servants (40-41) 
A. They Suffered ______________ (40) 

Acts 5:40 …and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they 
commanded that they should not speak in the name of  Jesus, and let them 
go. 

Definition—Beaten: flogging with a whip imbedded with 
sharp objects (see Deuteronomy 25:3) 

The word carries the literal idea of  “skinning an animal” 

Hebrews 13:3 Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; 
and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body. 

Visit —https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/stories/ 

B. They Suffered ___________ (41) 

Acts 5:41 And they departed from the presence of  the council, rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. 

THEY OBEYED THE WORDS OF CHRIST.  

Matthew 5:11–12 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of  evil against you falsely, for 



my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 

HOW COULD THE HAVE SUCH A JOYFUL RESPONSE? 

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of  the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 

Philippians 1:29 For unto you it is given in the behalf  of  Christ, not 
only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake; 

3. The ____________ of God’s Servant’s (42) 
A. A Steadfast _____________ 

Acts 5:42 And daily in the temple, and in every house… 

Be a missionary everyday,  
Tell the World that Jesus is the way,  

Be it in the town or country or the busy avenue, 
Africa or Asia, the test is up to you,  

So be a missionary everyday. 

B. A Steadfast ________________ 

Acts 5:42 …they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ. 

Definition—Ceased Not: did not stop or discontinue 

Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Ghost: 

Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. 

Matthew 4:19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of  men. 

Conclusion
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