
Sunday,  January 6 , 2019 » Pastor Josiah Kagin 

Message Title: By His Spirit 
Message Text: Zechariah 4:1-10 
 
Introduction:  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Quote: God uses men who are weak and feeble enough to lean on him.  
— Hudson Taylor 

Truth Point: Every responsibility that God gives us is intended to be 
accomplished by His Spirit. 

1. God-Given ___________________ (Ezra 1) 
A. Responsibility _________________ (1:1-2)  

Ezra 1:1–2 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word 
of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord 
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a 
proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, 
saying, 2 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of heaven 
hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me 
to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 

Proclamation Date: 538 BC 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Cyrus reigned from 539-530 BC 

B. Responsibility _______________ (1:5, 3:8) 

Ezra 1:5 Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, 
and the priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had 
raised, to go up to build the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem. 

Ezra 3:8 Now in the second year of their coming unto the house of 
God at Jerusalem, in the second month, began Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the remnant of their 
brethren the priests and the Levites, and all they that were come out of 
the captivity unto Jerusalem; and appointed the Levites, from twenty 
years old and upward, to set forward the work of the house of the 
Lord. 

Zerubbabel was the leader of the Jews from 538-516 BC. His 
name means born in Babylon. 

Construction one the temple began in 536 BC. 

Ezra 3:10-11 And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple 
of the Lord, they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the 
Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise the Lord, after the 
ordinance of David king of Israel. 11 And they sang together by course 
in praising and giving thanks unto the Lord; because he is good, for 
his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel. And all the people shouted 
with a great shout, when they praised the Lord, because the 
foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. 

What are your roles? 
_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

1 Thessalonians 4:7 For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but 
unto holiness. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 



2. God-Allowed _________________ (Ezra 4:1) 

A. _________________ from Adversaries (4:1,5) 

Ezra 4:1 Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that 
the children of the captivity builded the temple unto the Lord God of 
Israel; 

Ezra 4:5 And hired counsellers against them, to frustrate their 
purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia… 

2 Corinthians 7:5 For, when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh 
had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; without were 
fightings, within were fears. 

B. _________________ from the Assignment (4:4-5; Haggai 1) 

Ezra 4:4–5 Then the people of the land weakened the hands of the 
people of Judah, and troubled them in building, 5 And hired 
counsellers against them, to frustrate their purpose, all the days of 
Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia. 

The work was actively resisted for ___________ years. 

The discouragement and disturbance turned to ___________________.  

See Haggai 1:1–7 

3. God-Sent __________________ (Zechariah 4:6-10) 
A. Reassurance of Continual _______________ (4:1-6) 

VISION OF THE GOLDEN CANDLESTICKS:  

One of the pieces of furniture in the temple was the candlestick. It was never to 
go out. It took constant refueling to keep the light shining.  

The vision Zechariah saw was for Zerubbabel and was one of a candlestick that 
never ran out of oil. It being connected directly to the olive tree. 

Zechariah 4:6 Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is 
the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my spirit, Saith the Lord of hosts. 



Definition—Might: military strength; force 

Definition—Power: human manpower; physical and mental 

Oil = the _____________ ___________ 

1 Corinthians 2:4 And my speech and my preaching was not 
with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power: 

B. Reassurance of _________________ Problems (4:7) 

Zechariah 4:7 Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel 
thou shalt become a plain… 

Great Mountain: a metaphor for a difficult task 

Matthew 17:20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: 
for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye 
shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it 
shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 

C. Reassurance of a _________________ Project (7b-10) 

Zechariah 4:7b-10 …And he shall bring forth the headstone thereof 
with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. 8 Moreover the word of 
the Lord came unto me, saying, 9 The hands of Zerubbabel have laid 
the foundation of this house; His hands shall also finish it; And thou 
shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you. 10 For who 
hath despised the day of small things? For they shall rejoice, and shall 
see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; They are 
the eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro through the whole earth. 

Construction was restarted around 520 BC and finished March 
12, 515 BC 

Ezra 6:14–15 And the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered 
through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the 
son of Iddo. And they builded, and finished it, according to the 
commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the 
commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia. 
15 And this house was finished on the third day of the month Adar, 
which was in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the king. 

Conclusion
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